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Catholicism has been a presence in the New World for half a millennium. This book provides busy

readers with a profile of American Catholicism from 1492 to the present.
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A Short History Of American Catholicism traces the Roman Catholic Church through five centuries.

While Americans are often accused of having little sense of history, it must be said that Catholics

especially neglect their rich history on the American continent. Their professional historians are

often lonely practitioners. They seem irrelevant to some of the Catholic doers and shapers. Their

stories are too rich in contradiction for the uninformed. They are too expressive of human limits to

satisfy the pious who would shield their Catholicism from the buffets of history. Martin Marty's A

Short History Of American Catholicism is a badly needed antidote to this problem. Accurate,

articulate, sensitive, well-researched and well-written, A Short History Of American Catholicism is

essential reading for Catholics of all ages and backgrounds in search of an historical overview of the

church in America, from the landing of Columbus down to the present day. -- Midwest Book

ReviewMartin Marty has written a perceptive and sensitive account of the fascination story of the

Catholic Church in America. -- Andrew Greeley
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